
 

 

Research Assistant (Sociology/Criminology) 
 

Role Summary: 

 

The Research Assistant will assist with research-related tasks for two research projects. The first 

project is a qualitative study that examines how people who use or provide forensic mental 

health services in Nova Scotia understand ‘success’. The second is a national study that 

examines issues related to the disclosure of mental health-related information (e.g., suicide 

attempts, mental health apprehensions) on police record checks.   

 

The Research Assistant will perform a variety of duties to assist the research investigators on the 

execution of research. They will provide support for research studies by completing duties such 

as conducting literature searches, transcribing structured research interviews, compiling 

information, preparing research ethics applications, and assisting with the preparation of 

scholarly presentations, articles, and technical reports. 

  

Key Accountabilities: 

 

- Conducts relevant and timely literature searches on various topics related to the program 

of study to assist with fulfilling the mandate for the research program 

- Transcribes discussions from structured interviews in an accurate and timely manner  

- Inputs and analyzes data utilizing a variety of software applications 

- Creates and maintains various systems for document retrieval that are easily searched 

including project resources and relevant articles 

- Writes and designs relevant documents and reports for review by the research 

investigators and assists n report writing and preparing presentations  

 

Training: 

 

- The student will practice the use of major quantitative analysis (SPSS) and qualitative 

analysis (NVIVO) software packages  

- The student will practice writing academic and technical reports 

- This position will provide substantial training to the student in quantitative and 

qualitative methods and ability to write technically correct and clear data analysis reports   

- In the long term, this kind of training will directly benefit a student considering a research 

analyst position in the public or private sectors or pursuing doctoral studies in social 

sciences 

 

 
 


