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Inducted October 15, 1993

I am honoured to introduce John R.E. Parker as one of tonight's inductees into the Saint Mary's University Accounting Hall of
Fame. Those of you who know John Parker will most certainly agree that he is deserving of this recognition.

The Saint Mary's University Accounting Hall of Fame was established to permit and provide a permanent record of outstanding
accountants in the profession and to facilitate recognition by faculty, students, alumni, and the community at large with the
names of those who it is hoped others will emulate. John Parker is indeed one of these professionals.

John a native Haligonian who received his Bachelor of Commerce degree from Dalhousie University in 1952. He immediately
began the usual CA training with Nightingale Hayman & Company (a forerunner of Peat Marwick Thorne) at its Halifax office.
He received his CA designation in 1954 and thereafter he went on to further his education through graduate studies at the
University of Washington where he received his MBA in 1959, and at the University of Michigan, in 1968, where he received his
C.Phil specializing in Accounting, Economics, and Management Industrial Relations. While attending the University of Michigan, he
was awarded two W.A. Paton fellowship awards and two SSHRC awards.

Throughout his long and successful career, John has had experiences in both the practical and academic spheres of the
accounting profession. He has, however, been especially influential in the academic sphere.

John began his academic career in 1956 as a special lecturer at the University of Saskatchewan where a year later he was
promoted to Assistant Professor with tenure. In 1960, John decided to try his hand at public practice at which time he joined
the Montreal office of Riddell Stead Graham & Hutchinson (another Peat Marwick Thorne forerunner) as a Director of Staff
Training.

The call of academia weighed heavily on John's mind, and in 1963, he returned to the academic accounting profession as an
Associate Professor with tenure at the School of Business at Queens University. In 1967, he returned to the Maritimes and
Dalhousie University as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Commerce and the Faculty of Graduate Studies. A year
later, however, in 1968, John moved on to new endeavors at York University where for seven years he applied his talents in
the Faculty of Administrative Studies. Alas, in 1975, John returned to his roots in the Maritimes and Dalhousie University where
he joined the Faculty of Commerce, holding various positions such as Associate Dean and Director of Cooperative Education.

In addition to his Canadian teaching posts, John has also taught in universities throughout the United States and was a visiting
professor at the University of West Indies Saint Augustine Campus in Trinidad.

During his teaching tenure, many currently prominent academies were influenced by him to enter academic life. Professor
Gerald Feltham of UBC, Dean John Brennan of the University of Saskatchewan, Dr. Al Schepanske of the University of Iowa,
Professor Ray Carroll and Joan Conrod of Dalhousie and Professor G.R. Chesley of Saint Mary's were only a few.

In addition to his teaching functions, John has been very influential and a prominent authoritative force in Canada through his
participation in academic and professional activities. A list of these activities is long and extremely impressive, but to highlight
just a few of them, I list the following:

Member of Steering Committee of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada for the Study of Cost of University
Programs 
Board member of the Central Examination Board of the Society of Management Accountants of Canada 
Member of the Board of Editorial Reviewers of CA Magazine 
A consultant for the International Qualifications Appraisal Board 
Member of the Inter-provincial Education Committee of the CICA 
Educational Policy Consultant for the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario 
Director of the Ontario Institute School of Accountancy in 1971, 1975 and 1976.

John Parker's contribution to Dalhousie University's world of academia have also been numerous. Some of these activities are;

• Member of Senate Committee for Academic Planning
• Member of Senate Committee for Financial Planning 
• Chair of the RATS Committee in the School of Business Administration 
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• Chair of the Task Force on Cooperative Education

In addition to his academic exploits, John has also provided his services as a consultant for various assignments concerning
business, government, accounting firms and professional organizations.

John Parker's prominence in the accounting world does not just come from his teaching capabilities. He is known throughout
Canada and is well-respected for his journal articles, books, and other publications which are an important source of reference
for professionals, academics, and students. His wide breadth of knowledge has given him the ability to write on a variety of
accounting topics, and as a result, he is considered an authority on many of these topics. It is safe to say that there is virtually
no accounting library that does not contain at least one of John's written works. To illustrate his leadership, during the 1970's,
John was the only accounting academic in Atlantic Canada to publish accounting text books on a regular basis.

Supplementing John's incredible professional career accomplishments is his personal activities. In fact, I am advised that in
addition to his intellectual qualities and keen interest in life, he has a secret weapon. He hardly needs any sleep and as a result
can enjoy considerably more productive time in his accomplishments than some of his colleagues.

John is very fond of sailing and is a member of the Royal Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron. I am told his personal life has many deep
and varied interests, ranging all the way from being a sports fan to playing bridge at "almost a master's level".

He is described as being politically a right-winger, not to say that he does not have a heart. He is a "nice guy" whose keen
dedication to hobbies have included, for example, an interest in "taking pub pictures in England".

One of John's admirers described him as being an avid reader of many topical areas and an excellent political analyst, particularly
if one wishes to hear the cynical point of view.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to present to you John R. E. Parker, a deserving inductee into the Saint Mary's University
Accounting Hall of Fame.
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